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"Good ans Able Mini erg, is 
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tempt to make them who have it in a 
great” meaſure in their Power, fenjpþ!e 
7 their Obligation, to Do 55 =” 
not ut meet vi . ation © #þ 
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I HAVE ok 10 the Duty f 
Patronage no further than it is Leſte 
in Lay-hands ; being ſenſi ble how lit- 
tle reaſon there is to E of the 


and he 


Abuſe of it in the Churc 
mſu Wael, an dee oy 


4 frivate Fregbyter ö pi 
to Cznſure or to.. de the ! 22 7 
find the / Wir By: which. 1 baue uſed, 

fe wid ee 1 e Wen to Tu 
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erpect to ſee the World. ſo wiſe, as t 
have Perſons and Things unives/ally 
efteemed according to their Real Worth; 
yet as theſe are the ſtrongeſt, ſo are 
they the moſt likely Motives to pro- 
duce ſo deſirable an end. 


IT cannot indeed be expected that 
thoſe Patrons of mhom Religion and 
Conſcience” have no hold, Jhoul? be pre- 
vailed with by any thing that I can 
urge, e farego:' #hofes Advantages of 
their Privilege, which the common Lam 


allows them: But it is to be-:4hoped 


that the Clergy themſelves, will haze 
ſo juſt a Senſe of their Obligations, 
as, not to. cncur wii them in any 
Methods which may bring a Diſho- 
nour upon their Sacred Function, or 
enſlave themſelyes. I bane to the ut- 
moſt of my Power copfufted Their 
Intereſt, and the: comma Good of the 
Church; which are ſo ſteadily purſued 
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of Reign and of the Oh 
gat ian ff © Conſcience. Fur tho" I nevus. 
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- by your Grace, that I cannot doubt 

but they will be ſufficient \ to recommend 

this my weak Endeavour to your Ac- 
ceptance. ban cen er 


1 18 


I am with the greateſt Reſpect, 
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My Lox p, 


Your GxAce's moſt Dutifull = 
and Humble Servant. 
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ra PaTRON I underſtand, 
Pl the perſon, whoſoever he be 
chat has a Right of preſent- 
el ing a Clerk to any Ecclelie 
aſtical Benefice or Prefer- 
— ment, particularly to Paro- 
chial Churches upon a Vacancy; . Jas præ- 
ſentandi Clericum ad Eccleſiam Vacantem, ex' 
gratid ei conceſſum qui conſentiente Epiſcopo vel 
conſtruxit vel dotavit Eccleſiam, ſaith Coraſias: 
So that this Right is as ancient, as the Foun- 
dation and Endowment of Churches, on 
which it is originally grounded; when for 
the Encouragement of Lay- perſons to works 
of ſo much Piety, it was permitted them 
to preſent their Clerks, where themſelves or 
their Anceſtors had expreſſed their Bounty 
in that kind. _ rg 2 
And this was matter of ſpecial favour: 
For it is well known, that in the firſt Set-. 
tlement of this Church of England, the Bi- 


* . 
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ts, —— a. 
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iu the Limits of their Juriſdiction; and; 


222 


their own immediate care, and - he 
Nomination of Fit perſons to officiate w 


bad 


3 


= © F.. 


g the. Clergy living in l 


With them, they jent them abroad to 


ral parts, of their Dioceſes, as they ſaw oc- 


caſion td employ them; But that by De- 
grees finding a Neceſſity of fixing Presby- 


ters within ſach a Compaſs, to attend up 
on the Service- of Gon among the- peofli 


that were the Inhabitants; in order to pro- 
cure a ſettled. Maintenance far ſuch Presby- 


ters, and to Encourige the Lords and Own= 


ers of Manors to build and endow Chruches, 


for the more convenient and ſolemn Admi- 


niſtration of Divine Offices; They conſented 
to admit ſuch, Lords, 4nd their Heirs and 
Succelſors for eber, to 4 ſhare in the Diſ- 
poſal of the Churches built and endow*d by 
them; and to let them have the Nomination 
of perſons: to, ſerve chem, " pravided" they 
were ſatisfied of the Frxxess of thofe per- 
fons, and that it were not deftrr'd beyond 
r 

Tais is owned by the Civil Law in Juſti- 


vans Novels, decreed àbove 1166 years 


ago, towards the end of tlie V Century; 
one whereof Godolphin thus tranflates © If 
any Man ſhall © ere an Oratory, and his Deſire 


be to preſent a Clerk thereunto by Himſelf or his 


Hers ; if -they furniſh the Clerk with a Com- 


perency, and nominate to the Biſbap ſuch as are 


* worthy, 


_— . 
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worthy, the}: eee 7 Kc. And2the 
tame deen WEB Fla y::the;:Nobj- 
_ ity of f Englexd-in thei R trance to Gre- 
801). IX. When heb att mpgted to -dncroach 
75 thels © Rog vo ae —— of - 
Folly be ar, APY atts 
Fu min ons in Anglidy tx fuerim hdtenns. Pro- 
genitores noſtri, gaviſ); liherdate; quod dtcedentibas 
Ecdeſigr um Rettoribusy, Bteleſiaram Patt oni Per- 
ſopas Idoneas eligentes ad egſdam Diocgſanis pra 
entaverunt, ab. eiſ⸗ Eceleſidrams ; 8 
Preficiendas.. Wacky words plainly. thew, 
that the Right of Patronage conſiſted in the 
Nomination of Tt Perſpns to the, Biſnhop of 
the Dioceſe, for any vacant Places: And that 
the Patrons, had this Priyilege ever fince - 
e was founded here, ſay tile Ba- 
Cha they mean; ever ſince Parochial 
hes ene by their-Anceſtors; 
ſor. eh could be,go;fugh;Right of Patro- 
nage before, Ihr being or igina ly in the 
-hunch,: and veſtod in the Biſhops j but af- 
ter ward conferrd by. thei Conſents upon 
tand endow'd Churches 


ſuch Lords as, 
upon their Manors, in conſideratien of their 
Fiety and, Bounty. Er Hoe fngalari  fanore 
7. ſtinetar, . Mb, "allefFemtar' Laiei, inditentus O in- 
— eee, Eecleſiarum faith 
the Glaſs S in gag. Pia parts, Hon 
Plus Re tt 9075 5.1%. And this 9 
is therefore jultly continbed to shein 
ty, and t 0 0 ab ha ve n from them 


to this day. 
Oy | So 
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S8o that all Advowſons or Rights of Pre- 
ſentation in private Patrons, were at firſt. 
append ant to Manors, and riot in groſs; be- 
cauſe the Right came from the Endow ment 
out of the Manor. But ſince, the Advowſon 
is frequently ſepa rated from the Manor; and 
is in the Nature of other Temporal Inheri- 
tances: Inſomuch that Whoſoever is poſſeſſed 
of this Right, may either deviſe it by Will, or 
grant it by Deed, in Fee, or for Life, or for 
Years ; as they may any other Eſtate; a Pri- 
vilege among others, which Biſhop Srillingfleet 
obſerves is not allowed Patrons in other 
Countries, where the Eccleſiaſtical Law is 
ſtricter than here in Eme/land. © 
AND it is a my valuable Privilege, altho? 
it be ſomewhat reſtrained by the late Act of 
Parliament in the Reign of Q. Anne *; which 
declares the Purchaſe of the next Avoidance of 
any Church-Preferment-or Living, ſo far at 
leaſt as any Clergyman ſhall be concern'd 
therein, to be a Simoniacal Contratt: For before 
that Act, our Laws gave even Eccleſiaſtical 
Perſons the ſame Liberty with others of buy- | 
ing a fingle Turn or the next Preſentation to 1 
a Living, if it were done during the Life and 
Health of the Incumbent. But as Matters 
now ſtand, the Temporal Privilege of Patro- 
nage is ſo great, as in a manner to make it 
forgotten that it is a Spiritual Truſt: Of 
hich I ſhall ſpeak hereaſter; defigning to 
619 $454 4559-1243 Gonhaer 
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conſider the Rights of Patrons, ſo ſar only as 
may be uſeful; fr the better and clearer De- 
claration of t heir Dag. 
— Our Law-Books abound with particular 
Caſes, as to the Rights of Patronage and 
Advowſons both pendant and in groſs, which 
thoſe that are concernd may, there conſult. 
It is enough for my purpoſe to have pointed 
out the Original of this Privilege, and the 
Deſign of the Church in granting it to the 
Laity, and the pious Return the Laity made 
to the Church in Ages leſs corrupt, by their 
Bountiful] Endowments: Whence we may 
well enough ſuppoſe, that they juſtly acqui- 
red the Name and Title of Patroni; as well 
on account of their liberal Donations to the 
Church at firſt, as the obligation they were 
under to protect and defend her Rights, and 
thoſe of their Clerks from Oppreſſion and 
Violence. For which reaſon they were alſo 
called Advocati, becauſe (as the Conſtitution 
hath it) taeri £9 defendere Eccleſiam & ejas 
Jura teyentar, ad inſtar Advocati, qui in Judicio 
ſam alicujus defendit: For ſo Lyndwood ex- 


plains it. „l 
Ao hence we may ſee with how great 
propriety! this Canoniſt calls Jus Patronatics.or 
the Right of Patronage, Jus Hemorificum, 
Vile & Oneroſum : Honorifcam, an honoura- 
ble Privilege, in that Thoſe who are poſſeſ- 
ſed of it, are entruſted with ſo large a ſhare 
of Spiritual Authority, as the Nomination of 
Stewards over the Hoyſpold of Chriſt : Utile a be- 
| | B 2 | 


neficial 


F 


% 


12 The Nigel f Patrons 
neficial Priv ige, on account) of the temporal 
Advantpes theroviiee anneF dig eſpecially 
ſince it has been enlargd to a Liberty of ſel- 
ling Riglits of "Advowſon,. and diſpoſing of 
em by way of proviſon for che younger 
Brinehes'of Families. But it muſt not be for- 
ott6h, that this Beneficial and Honourable 

ight and Privile e is Withal Ororoſum, very 
weighty and burdenſome; in that the Truſt 
and Care of thoſe Churches, Which their An- 
ceſtors endow?d is ineumbent upon them, and 
they arè bound kodeek aſter and defend the 
Rights ef them! Eſpecially if chey conſider 
che Obligation they are under to provide Fir 
Perſons to undettake the Care of the Flock of 

Chriſt, *'Whence 4 learned Civilzan well ob- 
ſerves, that Patronus tenetur protegere Eccleſi- 

n, & 76) arare i miniteruy ruinim Ode dus 

Sauerdure —— 314 2 17310 41591 10-0094 

Ap this leads me to ſpeak ſomerhing of 
he De of Patrons ; Which cannot be 
— oi an” unneceſſary or unſeaſonable un- 

if it be eonſiderꝰd how far the pre- 
ſent AB. is. egenerated from "the Spirit and 
Piety of thete Forefathers, ſo as to behold 
namen eye thoſe poor Remains of the 
Bounty, by which for mer had teſtified 
their Honour for Religion, and Love of the 

Clergy; and to make merchandiſe of the Pri- 
| vilegs ” which their Predeceſſors obtained 

through'the Riches of their Liberalim and which 


they valiied chiefly for the Opportunityit gave 
Ems E to N the” e their 


Zeal 


0 


. , N * 
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Zeal ſor the Church's Honour, and to fe. 
commend' ſuch! as Were e the Cure 
Bur theſe Times are paſt; and thoſe that” 
ſucceed" the Suu in their Privileges and 
Poſſeſſions, maniſeſtly cothe behind then in 
their Zeal. And though e cannot expect 
to revie the priciltive. 8 irit of our Forefaz 
thers; yet it is t Pe hoped, that the Abuſe 
of Patrotia ge fo 0 ect lained of in this 
e eee one Hrey> 
ing or the not rightly 005 dering the Natu 
of that Privilege 1 m 715 7 
wilfull Diſregard ts the Obligations of Ref 
on and on an And therefore that 
chief thing wanting to put à ſtop to ſuch A- 
buſe, is the ſerio Iedaftdträtten of the Dau 
that goes along with the Privilege. II 
No in order to ſet the Duty of Patron? 
in a clear Light, it muſt be Lon der'd that 
the Right which' they" enjoy, (however the 
common Law may look upon it as a Tempo- 
ral Inheritance cauſe th Patron | is veſted 
with it by the common Law, or becauſe tis 
anne d to a Tem ral In heritance, and is 
of the Nature c erde er To al W 
yet is more Regen and 59/8 Sei | 
Truſt. It is not an "Ori 145 5 nies ſolüte 
Right to diſpoſe of Benefices as Patron 
pleaſe, but a limited by. ho: pſed"iti 55 
to nominate Fir Perſons to diſch 
ties of their places. 80 Bilbeß 
ains it. 2 Cafes 2d 255 
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14 T be Duties of Pa TRONS, 


Right from the beginning; the Nomination 


of Perſons to Officiate throughout their Dio- 
cefes, being the Original and Inherent Right 
of the Biſhops, but given up by them to the 
Lords of Manors, upon the valuable conſide- 
ration of their Building and Endowing 
Churches; which was. done however with, 


Reſervation to themſelves: of an entire Right, 
to judge of the Fitneſs of the Perſons ſo no- 


minated + And this is the Law of the Church 
to this Day. And tho? the Power thereby 
lodged in Biſhops be much weak'ned and re- 
ſtrained by ſubſequeut Encroachments, ' by. 
degrees advanced into the Legal Privileges of 


Patrons, whereby Their Power is on the o- 


ther hand as much increas'd; yet are the Bi- 


ſhops {till the proper Judges of the Firxess 


of the Perſons, to be employed in the ſeveral 
parts of their Dioceſes ; and if the Patrons do 
not preſent Fr Perſons within the time li- 
mited by Law, the Care of thoſe Churches 
returns to the Biſhops. And this is a plain 
Proof that the Right of Patronage is a Truſt; 
which relating to ſpiritual Perſons, and be- 
ing appointed and delign'd for Spiritaal Ends, 


| however put into Lay-hands, ſhews the Pro- 


priety of calling it a Spiritual Truſs. | 

Now eyer uſt implies an Obligation in 
point of Conſcience, to Faithfulneſs in the 
Diſcharge of it. I is required in Stewards, 
ſays the Apoſtle, that 4 Man be found Faith- 


fall *. That which recommends, and which 


1 indeed 


þ * x Cor. iv. 2. 


4 


The Duties of Patrons. 16 


indeed is juſtly expected from perſons put in 
Truſt, is a faithfull Execution of it: But 
they cannot be counted Faithfull, any further 
than they anfwer the Ends, for which the 
Truſt was repoſed in them. Now by the 
Original Conceſſion which the Biſhops made 
of Patronage to the Laity it echter they 
entruſted them with this Privilege, upon con- 
dition that they provided Fir Perſons to ſerve 
the Churches to which they ſhould preſent; 
and therefore the Firxtss of the Perfons is 
what they ought chiefly to conſider, in all 
their Preſentations: And their Obligation to 
do this is the greater, by reafon ſo much de- 
pends on their faithfull Diſcharge of the Truſt 
committed to them, and becauſe fo man! 
different perſons have a Right to demand it 
of them. For it is to be conſider d. 


I. In the firſt place that Chriſt as Head of 
his Church will require, that All who have 
any Authority therein ſhould, uſe it faithfully, 
for the general Good of his Body and the Edi- 
fication of his Members. And fincethe Cate 
and Inſtruction of his Flock, the leading and 
guiding them in the way to Eternal Life, and 
the watching over the Souls whom he harh 
purchaſed with his Blood, is the Bufinefs 
which the Patrons Nominees are to under- 
take; we may be ſure he will expect, they 
ſhould have a ſtrict regard to the Qualificati- 
ons of the Perfons, whom they nominate to 
ſo important a Truſt ; and that ä 
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{et aſide all * and Fr EN Conſiderati- 
ons, in pointment of thoſe Who are to 
ſerve. the Spa tal Neceſſities of his. Fog and 
bis oufe,, Nay and. this, is what wa 
B Tus, Churchiſef may tes ealone- 
ly expect fi rom the Patrons of Her Benefices ; 
aſmuch as as the Fitneſs « or Unie neſs. ſs of the 
Perſons that are ſet over the P rticular P arts, 
is ſure to turn to the — and common 
Benefit or Diſſervice 0 Bp 0 Society. Ir 
is well known how ready the, Enemies af 
Religion always are to lay, hold of the Faults | 
of a Few, as a pretence to accuſe the 29045 
Order of the Clergy. : But. at. the FAR wins 2 
ſmitten, the Sheep mat | be / ratter'd.; the Pa; 
ſtors loſe their Credit, how can Te Flock e- 
ſcape unhurt? And tho? the Perſons by whom 
the Offence cometh may be chiefly to blame, as 
the immediate cauſes of the Re e 
upon their Brethren, and. o eſſening 
their A e amor 5 6 NT: yet thole 
who raiſe b to this Capacity of Doing 
Miu, ro the Miſmanagement of ; the . 
| Truſt. repoſed 45 them, cannot but be 
looked upon as the remot 705 — Iug and 
| bare ie muſt alſo come in for à conſiderable 
ph e in the Guilt, of the 2 by chem 
N » 
Tux Publich. —— 2 in 1 poral Cases,! is 
always to be preſerrid (RED Private Con- 
- fiderations,; But that Obligation. holds much 
more ſtrongly in caſes of à Spiritual Nature: 
And He that canſiders the e ige of of Pa- 
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tronage With no other view, than as it gives 
him an Opportunity to promote his own pri- 
vate ends, and without any regard to the 
Welfare and Proſperity of the Church of 
Chriſt, is plainly wanting in that Publick Spi- 
rit which recommends a Patriot, as well as in 
the diſintereſted Virtue that adorns a Chriſti- 
an. But it is to be conlider'd further 
III. Ix the third place, that the Right of 
Patronage is a Traſt, with regard to the Bi- 
ſhop of the Dioceſe; who may therefore vety 
juſtly require, that a faithful) regard ſhould 
be had to the FirNess of the Perſons preſent- 
ed to him for the Cate of Souls under his Ju- 
riſdiction. It was with a ſpecial Provifo for 
the due Execution of this Traſt, that the Bi- 
ſhops at firſt put it into Layr hands: Neither 
have Patrons at this day any rizh/full claim to 
the Privilege of their Anceſtors, in the Nomi- 
nation of any other than Fir Perſons to ſerve 
their Churehes; the care whereof upon default 
returns Jure tommuni to the Biſhop of the Dio- 
cele, and he has a Right to provide for them. 
So that the Firm/s of the Perſons is the Boun- 
dary of the Patton's Privilege; and if he have 
not a due regard thereunto, but preſents thoſe 
that he knows to be Unworthy to be admitted 
by the Oy to any vacant Churches (Whom 
the Biſh = cannor otWithRanding in many 
cafes reject) he plainly uſurps upon the Bi- 
ſhop's Right in Law, if he do not likewiſe 
put a Force upon his Conlcicrte, 
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Ts true, the Biſhop has by Law the Right 


of Inveſtiture or Admiſſion of the Perſon pre- 
ſented by the Patron; and alſo the Right of 
' Examining and Judging of His Abilities and 
. Sufficiency : But His Abilities . muſt: be very 
mean indeed; it muſt be a very. ſcandalous 
Inſufficiency, that will at this time of day 
juſtifie the Biſhop for Refuſing him. And this 
makes it the more neceſſary, for Patrons to 
act conſcienciouſly in this matter; and the 
more difficult it is for Biſhops to Reject the 
 Unworthy, the more highly are Patrons obliged 
to make choice of None but fuch as are Wor- 
thy. . The Biſhop has the chief care of all the 
Souls in his Dioceſe, and therefore is bound in 
Conſcience to ſee them well taken care of; but 
it is very hard that he ſhould be bound in Lam, 
to commit that Care to ſuch Per ſons as he can- 
not think Ft to undertake it. And ſince the 
Right which the Patron enjoys, was original- 
ly owing to the Particular Indulgence of the 
Biſhops, I think he is concern'd in Honour ſo 
far to join with the Dioceſan in providing Fit 
Perſons for his Approbation, as to lighten the 
Burden the Church has laid upon him: That 
he may not be forced to admit, and to confirm 
thoſe in the Care of Souls under him which 
he cannot prove; contrary. not only to his 
own Impartial Judgment concerning their Fit. 
neſꝭ to take upon them ſuch a Truſt, but to 
the Original Intention of his Predeceſſors, in 
granting away from his See the Right of 
nominating Clerks to ſerve the Churches be- 


longing — 1 I 


I Dart fay, if the Founders of Churches 
had ever dream'd, that the Privilege of Patro- 
nage Would ever be carried to ſuch an Height 
of Abuſe, they would never have deſired it 
ſhould have been tranſmitted to their Succeſ- 
ſors; but as they obtained it by their Piety and 
Munificence, would as pioully and freely have 
. reſtored it to the Church from whence they 
received it. Thus much may be fairly pre- 
ſumed from their Good will to the Church, 
expreſſed in the Bounty of their Endowments : 
And tho? probably there are None of thoſe 
that are at preſent poſſeſſed of the Patronage 
of Eccleſiaſtical Benefices, that are lineally de- 
ſcended from the Firſt Patrons of them; yet it 
ſeems but reaſonable to expect, that thoſe that 
inherit their Privileges and Eſtates ſhould alſo 
inherit their Virtues,” and expreſs the ſame 
Piety and Care in the Diſpoſal of their 
Churches, as their Predeceſſors did in the Foun-: | 
dation; with ſuch a due regard to the Biſhop's 
Right of Approbation of the Perſons preſented 
to him, as to obtain his Conſent in Conſcience 
as Well as in Law. But it is not ſufficient for 
Patrons to conſider themſelves as Perſons put 
in Truſt, upon the ſoregoing accounts; For 
there is a Duty reſults from their Privilege, 
IV. Wir regard to the People and the 
Flock, over whom the Clerk which he preſents 
is to be ſet: For it is the Care of their Souls, 
which he by his Office is to undertake; and 
therefore They may very well - expect, that 
Parrons ſhould conſult their Spiritual Advan- 
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tage, and make choice of 'FiT Perſons to 
ſer ve them in thoſe Concerns, which are of all 
other things of the higheſt Weight and Im- 
portance; and which if they are not ſufficient- 
ly provided for, muſt be attended with the 
molt dangerous and diſmal Conſequences to all 
Eternity. Now tho? there be many other 
Helps and Aſſiſtances, which the good Provi- 


— of God affords every people for their 
| Souls. health, ſo as to leave them inexcuſable 


for neglecting the One thing Needfull: Yet 


there depends ſo much upon the Care and 


Service of ſuch as are ſet over em in the Lord, 
that the Patron who is unconcern'd, whom he 
nominates to undertake it, and bas no regard 
to the Fitzeſs of the Clerks whom he prefers 
to ſuch a Truſt, cannot certainly but come in 
— a conſiderable ſhare in the Guile. of the 
Miſcarriage of ſuch Souls, as may periſh thro? 
the bad Choice that he makes: Becauſe having 
it in his Power as a Superior, to have made 
better Proviſion for them, he deale uafaithſuly 


in the Truſt repoſed in him. 


Ir was the Nearneſs of the Relation between 
the Paſtor and his Flock, and the Care and 
Authority which he had oyer them, which 
made. it thought reaſonable in the primitive 


times to allow of Popular Elections And 


tho? the ſcandalous Abuſe of that Privilege 


made it neceſſary for the Biſhops by degrees 
to reſtrain it, and at laſt to take the Nomina- 


tion of Clerks throughout their Dioceſes again 
iure their own as 45 they bad ber. all 
a long 


and of the Fitzeſs of the Perſons choſen: Let 
ia whole ſoever hands the Right of Nomina 


in the Affairs of their Souls, and to fupply alt 
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along Judges of the Regwarity of the Election, 


tion reſts, it ſeems but reaſonable that a con- 
ſciencious care ſhould be taken, to provide for 
each regation- Fit Perſons to ſerve them 


their Spiritual Wants, And ſince this Truſt is 
now devolved in ſo many Churches into Lay- 
hands, ſuch Patrons ought: certainly to conſi- 


der it, not barely as a Private Privilege or Ad- 


vantage, but as a matter of Publick Concern, 
ſor which they muſt give an account unto 


God: And therefore that there is an Obligati- 


on in point of Conſcience going along with it, 
to ſeek out Good and Worthy men, Ipox RAS 
PkERsONAS, ſuch as are Fit, well qualified and 
duely prepared, according to the Nature of 
the Charge they are to undertake. So that 


the Fitneſs of the Perſons is the principal Con- 


{ideration, which ought to influence Patrons. 


in the Diſpoſal of their Bene fiocs. 


Now the Ftuaſs of any Clerk preſented to . 


a;Benefice, which the Biſhop of the Dioceſe 
is to examine and judge of, and which there- 


fore the Patron ought impartially to conſider, 
relates either to hi Life or to his Learning and 
Abilities; whether he be, as:Lyzdwood faith, cm- 
mendandus Scientia & Moribus ; or as the Capi- 
tulars of France probebilss vite c Doftripe:, And 


therefore the 39th Canon forbids the Biſhop to 


give Inſtitution, upleſs the Clerk bring « ſuffi- 
ent Teftimony of bis farmer good. Life ang Babu. 
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viour, and alſo, appear upon Examination to be 
Worthy of the Miniſtry. Now that which with 
relation to the Biſhop is a ſufficient cauſe to 
Refuſe Inſtitution, ought certainly to be look- 
ed upon by the Patron as à good Exception, 
and indeed a Neceſſary Bar againſt giving a 
Preſentation. Whereſo re 
I. A Patron, if he have a due regard to the 
FrrNEss of the Perſon whom he preſents to 
any Eccleſiaſtical Benefice, ought ro be well- 
ſatisfied of his Good Life and Converſation ;'. 
that he is commendandus Moribus, and that no 
reaſonable Exception can be taken at his Mo- 
rals. Now as to this matter the Biſhop com- 
monly ſpeaking has no other way of judging, 
but by the Teſtimonials of Others; and if 
theſe at any time ſhould be given to the Un- 
deſerving, through Exceſs of Civility or Good 
Nature falſely ſo called, the Biſhop preſum- 
ing them to be juſtly obtained, has it not in 
his Power to Refuſe the Perſon thus recom- 
mended. But Parrons are ſuppoſed to have a 
Perſonal Knowledge of their Clerks,” or at 
leaſt to have received ſuch juſt Information 
concerning them, as makes it ſcarce credible 
they ſhould be profly.deceived; it being very 
rare for any Clerk to obtain the Favour of a 
Preſentation from thoſe who are utter Stran- 
gers to his character: And therefore they can- 
not eſcape the Guilt of the higheſt Unfaithful- 
neſs, if they preſent Immoral and -Diforderly - 
Perſbas to their Benefices. For this is letting 
a Wolf into the Sheep - ſold, and * — a 
co VS PI | OC 
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Flock of Chriſt to all the Miſchief and Dan. 
ger, that can befall them under ſuch as will 
be ſo far from feeding tlem with food convenient 
for them; that they will be ready to lead them 
into unwholſome Paſtures, or leave them to 
ſhift for themſelves, when they are befet with 
Ra venous Beaſts of Pre... 
Sr. Paul argues very juſtly , If Man 
' know not how to rule his own Houſe, hom ſball he 
take care 4 the Church of God f And how much 
more unfit is He to undertake that care, who 
knows not how to rule or govern: himſelf? 
For He that leads a ſcandalous and debauch'd 
Life, will have but little power to form the 
Manners of his Charge to Piety and Virtue; 
but let him inveigh never ſo earneſtly in his 
publick Sermons and Diſcourſes againſt Vice 
and Profaneſs, ſo long as He himſelf in Pra- 
ctice contradicts his own Precepts and Inſtru- 
tions, he muſt do more miſchief by his bad 
Example than his Preaching can N ; and 
make the people more diſſolute and debauched 
than otherwiſe they would be. So that in 
this cafe we may ſay, with a fmall alteration 
of the Apoſtle's Argument, that he is utterly 
Unfit to teach another Who teacheth not himſelf, 
to preach againſt fealing who is guilty of Theft 
himſelf, or to warn Men of the Danger of 
committing Adultery or any otherwiſe breaking. 
the Law, who diſponoareth God. by breaking it 
bine. HG 2d tho nj) 203 v1 
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| "Fox befides the Miſchief” hereby done to 
| any particular Flock or Congregation, Religi- 

on and the Church of Chriſt will be ſure to 
| ſuffer, and the Name of God to be'blaſphemed, 
itt and the Offering of the Lord to be abborred; whilſt 

i * the Faults of ſuch Clerks are charg'd upon the 
| | whole Body of the Clergy, and the Reverence 
4 and Eſteem due from the people to their Pa- 

| | ſtors is withdrawn, and a pretence taken to 

1 forſake them, and to heap to themſelves Teach- 

8] ers of their own chuſing; contrary to that 

1 wholſome Order and Diſcipline, which Chriſt 
has eſtabliſhed in his Church n. 
Nou tho? thoſe that give the immediate oc- 
caſion, are very juſtly chargeable with a great 
degree of the Guilt of theſe Miſchiefs; yet 
muſt the Patrons, as I before obſerved, who 
take no care about the Qualifications of their 
Preſentees, be looked upon as the Original 
Cauſes from whom they ſpring. *Tis true, 
the Biſhop as Ordinary of his Dioceſe, has a 
Power to enquire into the Character of the 
Pertons preſented to him, as to Morals; 
and for the Clergy that are already poſſeſ- 
fed of any Benefice under his Juriſdiction, He 
is to watch over their Life and Manners, to 
take 1 of their Crimes if Guilty, and 
to puniſh them by Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures: But 
then the moſt Malicious muſt acquit him of all 

blame in this caſe, if they conſider how rare- 
ly the Crimes of the moſt Diſſolute come to his 

Knowledge, how backward thoſe that can 

make proof of their Offences are to inform or 

y | | þ 3 appear 


ed, that che Patron having more Power than 
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appear againſt them; ang thereſore how diffi- 
guilt ig, is co get ſuch. a legal Evidence, as in 
Juſtice ought, to be brought againſt thoſe that 
are to ſuffer che Laſh af the Law. 
 Bg$iD2s- that when a man's faults are pro- 
ved, they muſt be of à very high and ſcanda- 
lous Nature to ſubject Him, if in poſfeſſion 
of a Living, immediately to a Peprivation; or 
to warrant the Refuſal of him upon offering a 
Preſentation: And that he js much more cali- 
Iy kept out of à Benefice by the Conſziencious 
Care of Patron, than he can be Refus d or 
Diſpoſſeſs' d. by the Ordinary's Authority: 
Which, however it may be ſufficient both to 
Refuſe and to Deprive, upon legal and clear 


proof of Crimes that are Male in ſe, ſuch as 


Incontinence, Per jury, Simony, Oc. Let, as 
to Mala Prolubita, will he fund too weak to 
contend, with a Quare impedit at common Law, 
or a Dupleꝶ Querela in the Spiritual Court. 

_ Howsvex if the Biſhop had it in his Pow- 
er to remove the Scandal and Damage that 
muſt ariſe to the Church, from the Immora- 
lity. of che Clerks preſented to her Benefices, 
either by: Refuſing or Depriving them; yer 
Hoes not chis at all acquit the Patron of his 
Obligation, to ſeek and to preſent Perſons of 


good Liſe and Behaviour: For it is much bet - 


ter to prevent any Miſchief that threatens the 
Church, than to apply a precarious Remedy 


the Biſhop, as matters now ſtand, is under an 
| D indiſ- 


diſpenſible Obligation to do this-;by Nomina- 
ting None to any Benefice in his Gift but PiT 
Perſons in the firſt Senſe of the Word, that is, 
thoſe whom he reaſonably preſumes to be Men 
of a blameleſs Life and Converſation. 'But 
II. A Patron muſt confider the Frne/s of 
his Clerk for the Benefice which he preſents. 
him to, as it relates to his Learning and Abi- 
lities; whether he be commendandus Scientid or 
probabilis Doctrinæ, whether he have Learning 
and Ability ſufficient for the Difcharge of his 
Paſtoral Duty. Now the Enquiry concerning 
this properly belongs to the Biſhop, who by 
the forecited Canon is forbid to inſtitute any to 
a Benefice, except he ſhall appear "pon due and 
impartial Examination to be worthy of his Mini- 
fry. Here one would think ſhould be room 
enough for the Bifhop to-exert his Authority, 
ſufficient power lodged in his hands to ſee all 
the Churches of his Dioceſe well ſupplied; ſince 
he has a Right both to examine the Perſons 
preſented to him Himſelf, and is alſo in this 
Examination a Judge of their Fitneſs and Suffi- 
ciency; eſpecially {ince this is on all hands al. 
lowed to be a part of the common Law of Ex- 
gland *, And indeed as to thoſe that are groſ 
ly ignorant and illiterate, if there be any ſuch 
to be found amongſt the Clergy (which may 
well be queſtion'd) the Biſhop has ſufficient 
power to RejeQ them, if they ſhould by any 
means obtain a Preſentation. But in this caſe 
he cannot act arbitrarily, tho' he does jadicially; 


s 
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and the Canons having ſet the Fixneſs of Clerks 
as to Learning in a very low degree of Attain- 
ments, have much leflen'd the Biſhop's Power 
in his Examination and Judgment of their Suf- 
ficieney. For provided. they. be able to yield an 
account of their Faith in Latin according to the 39 
Articles of Religion, aud to confirm the ſame by 
ſufficient Teſtimonies out of the Holy Scriptures; 
(which, may be done by men of {lender Abi- 
lities) it does not appear, that the Biſhop can 
warrant his Refuſal of. ſuch as are thus quali- 
fied, for want of any higher degree of Learn- 
mme 09403-28594 13 D034. 59 
Se indeed js the loweſt Form, but it is 
Learning ſufficient for Orders by the thirty- 
Fourth Canon; and therefore I conclude, that 
it is alſo ſufficient for Admiſſion to a Benefice; 
and that the Law will look upon him to be 
worthy of his Miniſtry, in the Senſe of the thirty- 
[ninth Canon, whom the 34th. declares to be 
. worthy. of Orders. And if the Law has de- 
termined the Meaſure. of the Clerks Fitneſs 
and Sufficiency, as to me it ſeems to haye done, 
the Biſhop can have no Power to refuſe any, 
but ſuch as fall ſhort of the meaſure thereby 
required: Or if he does, he muſt be liable to 
a vexatious and expenſive Suit at Law, to ju- 
ſtiſie his Notion of Inſ«fficiency; I mean to a 
. Daplex Querela in the Eccleſiaſtical Courts, 
and a Quare impedit at common Law, as was 
before obſerved: at ng 
ZBur it were to be wiſhed, that None would 
content themſelves with the very loweſt de- 
5 ; D 2 BM gree 
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Bree of Learning which the Canon requires; 
and that Patrons would encourage higher at- 
N tainments, by making them neeeſſary ſteps 
to their Favour ; and confult the Hanour and 
Proſperity of the Church as well as her bare 
Menus, by diſtributing the Benefices that 
are in their Gift with ſo viſible a regard to true 
Goodneſs and real Merit, - that it may appear 
that the only way to Advancement is, next 
unto a good Life, hard Study and anmearied La- 
bour and Diligence in their — and ſeareh 
after Knowledge: Which it is the more incum- 
bent upon Patrons to do, by reaſon of the 
Greatneſs of cheir Privilege, and the Smallneſs 
of the Biſhop's Power. 
Iis true, the meaner Abilities of thoſe that 
are Exemplary in their Lives, and Diligent in 
the Miniſtry are not to be deſpiſed ; : Beoauſe 
they have their Uſe, and if placed in a proper 
Situation, may be highly ſerviceable to the 
Glory of God: But ffill it will become the 
Clergy to cover earneſtly the beſt Gifts, and the 
Laity to encourage them. Por as there are 
ferences of Adminiſtrations in the Chureh, it ui 
require a Diverſity of Gifts to ſerve them; and 
'a Difference of Talents in the Teachers; ac- 
cording to the different Capacities of thoſe 
that are to be taught. And therefore a Patron 
cannot be thought to have a due regard to the 
Fitneſs of his Clerk, ho does not conſider che 
Nature of the Charge he is to undertake; and 
in ſome fort the Temper and Diſpoſition of 
| the People, and the manner of Life and Buſi. 
I: | © neks 
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For doubtleſs thoſe may he very Tit to take 
vpon them the Care — a: Country Church, 
rhat would not be proper to be placed among 
Men of a mote ingenuous Education; to ii- 
ſtruct an ignorant and illiterate people, that 
would be likely to be Deſpiſed by a more polite 
Audience. And many a Man may be Fx to 
Teacha ſingle Congregation, ho has not the 
Spirit of Government, and therefore would be 
utterly Ufer ſorithe Office of a Biſhop, or to 
undertalæe the Care of all the Churches. This is 
an Obſervation ſo obvious, that it need not be 
ãnſiſted on: And therefore ſince God has diſ- 
ꝓenſed a different meaſure of his Spirit, and 
Aiſtributed his Gifts, aceording to the different 
Occaſions of his Church; to ſome more, to 
ſome leſs: Such a Diſtribution of his Gifts 
may, I think, be very , well conſider'd. as 
A Secret Deſignation or 2 Providential Re- 
commendation (if L may ſo ſpeak) of the Per- 
ſons to whom they are committed, to ſuch 
Beneſices as they are reſpectively beſt quali- 
ſied to ſerve; and thereſore ſhould not be over- 
look'd by the Patrons that beſtou them: Nei- 
ther ſhouldithey conſider the Right they enjoy 
any otherwiſe/thanJas an Opportunity put in- 
to their hands, to promote the Glory of God 
and the generabh Benefit of his Church. This 
ſhould be the End of all their Care, the chief 
and conſtant Aim of all their Endeavours ; this 
the Uſe they ſhould make of their Privilege: 
foraſmuch as it is a Talent intruſted in their 


ä 
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hands, for which they muſt hereafter be cer. 
tainly accountable unto God wy 
Ay therefore among the Canons of t 517. 
we have this wiarinCtorkeDiny of Patrons *: 
Epiſcopus graviter & ſludigſe cohortabitur Patro- 
at Beneficiorum, ut cogitent Neteſſitates Eccleſia, 
£5 ante Oculos habe ant ultimum illum diem, && Ju- 
dicium, & Tribunal Dei. Itaque ut  neminem 
promoveant ad munus Eccleſiaſticum, | niſi qui Do- 
ctrind, Judicio, Pietare, probitate vita & Innůo- 
centi poſſit Onus tam grave ſuſtinere: Ut nihil in 
ei re niſt integrè, incorruptè & ſincerè faciang. 
Whereby the Biſhop is required earneſtly to 
admoniſn and urge the Patrons of Benefices to 
conſider the Neceſſities of the Church, and to 
have beſore their eyes the laſt great day of 
Judgment, when they ſhall be cited before 
the Tribunal of Chriſt: And therefore that 
they would not advance any one to any Ecele- 
fiaſtical Preferment, but ſuch as for their 
Learning, Judgment, Piety, Probity and In- 
nocence of Life, are fit to undertake fo 
weighty: a charge; doing nothing herein but 
with Integrity, Sincerity and without Cor- 
ruption. Where we ſee, the Argument by 
which the Biſhops are to move Patrons to a 
 faithfull Diſcharge of the Truſt repoſed in 
them, is the Account which they are to give 
thereof, when they come to appear before Godis 
Judgment Seat. And certainly there cannot 
any more powerfull Motive be urged for this 
end: For if they muſt give an Account, it 


©. Vid. Sperrew's Collect. of Canons. 4 Edit. p. 239. 
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concerns them to take care to be able to give 
a good Account ; becauſe if they cannot do that, 
the immediate. Conſequence of Judgment is. 
Puniſhment ; a Puniſhment not like that which 
is inflicted by Human Laws, Fizite and Tem- 
paral; but adequate to the Greatnefs of the 
Majeſty offended, ' Infinite and Eternal, 
AnD let not any one think that God wilt 
not be very etact and ſtrict in the Enquiry: 
which he ſhall make concerning this matter: 
For ſince he hath purchaſed. a Church to himſelf 
by the precious Blood of his dear Son, he cannot 
but be follicitous to preſerve that which he 
bought at ſo coſtly a price. And ſince the 
Welfare of the Church Univerfal, conſiſts in 
the Proſperity: of Particular Branches of it; 
and. ſince Particular Churches cannot flouriſh, 
as. long as the ſingle Parts or Congr egations 
of which it is compoſed are in a weak and 
decaying State; and ſince the Health and Wel- 
fare of each of theſe Parts, depends ſo very 
much on the Faithfujneſs, Integrity, Diligence 
and. Sufficieney of thoſe that are to watch 
over them, and to whom the Charge of them 
is committed; we may be ſure that God ex- 
peas, that the utmoſt care ſhould be taken to 
| make choice of perſons well qualified to un- 
dertake this Charge: That his gracious De- 
ſign in giving us his Son, and the mercifull 
purpoſes of his Eternal Counſel towards his 
Church may not he defeated, but as much as 
poſſible furthered and promoted. For which 
. end having appointed divers Orders and — 
p Boris | — Fr OI « | 


of Men i in his Church, e different 

rſons with different "degrees of Power and 
r ; Whoſoever, by the Abuſe of his 
Power and Authority, "ſhall Wilfully do any 
thing to the Hurt and Damage, much more 
to the Subverſion and Diſſolution of that, 
for which he has expreſſed fo tender a: Cate 
and concern; may well expect to be Exami- 


ned with a ſritineſt, and to be Punifhed with 


a Severity proportionable tg the Demerit of 
endeavouring to deſtroy the Souls for whom Chriſt 
died, to ſtop the Progreſs of his Kingdom, and 
to fruſtrate the End for which * came into 
the World. 
Tu Truft onmbiened wan Charge 6f 

Clergyman, is the higheſt Truſt that can be 

repoſed in Man; the Care of Souli, of precious 


Inmortul Souls: And can it be thought a mat - 


ter of no Conſequence, hat ſort of Men 
thoſe are, to whom this Care is committed? 
At leaſt whatever other Mien think, ean 


They be of this opinion wlib ate Patrons, and 


fo themſelves intruſted with ſome degree of 


this Care? Who therefore art convernid to 
put it into ſafe hands, and to provide ſuch Fit 
Perſons to undertake it, as may eaſe them of ß 


the Burden amnex'd thereutito : For other- 


wiſe they muſt expect themſelves to anſwer 
for the Souls, that are a part of the Spiritual 
Truſt put into their hands. And therefore 1 
cannot think of a better Concluſion of this 
point than the words of St. Paal; which, 
tho' by him primarily ſpoken to the "nd 

and 
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and Governors of the Church, yet may I 
apprehend be ſafely applyed in a ſ{ccondary 


Senſe, and with ſome ſmall alteration, to the 


cafe of Patrons: Take heed nutb the Flock over 
the which. the Biſhops have made joa Overſeers 
or Stewards, ..to feed the Church of God, not 
in perſon but by providing them with faith- 
full Paſtors; ro feed tit Church of God which 
he hath purchaſed: with his own Blood, © 
And now one would think the "foregoing 
conſiderations if duely weighed, ſhould be 
enough to convince all Pattons- of Benefices 
of the Obligation that lies upon them in point 
of Conſcience, to provide Fit Perſons both as 
to Learning and Morality, for fo important a 
Charge. And for this end I cannot but 
think it incumbent upon them ö 

1. Ix the firſt place, to beſtow the Bene» 
fices that are in their Gift Feely; not only 
without bringing the Clerks they preſent un- 
der any Contratt or Promiſe of mom, reward, 
giſt or benefit whatſoever to accrue to them- 
ſelves, ſor and in conſideration of ſuch Pre- 
ſentation obtained; Which is a degree of Cor- 
ruption directly contrary t6 the Statute 51. 


Clerks take againſt Simony — 
impoſing upon them any other hard Terms 
which: the Common Law: by virtue of ſome 
few. bad Precedents may allow; of laying 


them under any other inf ing Ulli ations, 


whereby a corrupt and degenerate Age has 
advanced. very far, OR evacuati 
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Elix. Lab, 6. and to the Oath which the 
: But alſo withöut 
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Oath which muſt be taken by them, before 
they are admitted to any Benefice, that they 
have not obtained it by any Simoniacal Pay- 
ment, Contract or Promiſe Whatſoever. And 
ſach I take to 8 rr of Promiſes or 
Ingagements, to do any thing more, or in 
gr. — than it is their Duty to do, by cho 
Rules and Canons of the Church; by which 
a Patron is influenc'd to give a Preſentation 
to one, whom perhaps he would not other- 
wiſh! oblige, ov oy 2 ebe 
Nou it ought to be conſider'd, that the 
Oath which the Clerk takes before Inſtituti- 
on is not merely . againſt direct Simom, but 
againſt any Simoniacal Contract; and it is the 
great Canoniſt Lyzdwooa's Opinion upon the 
Provincial Conſtitutions, * which are a part 
of the Laws Eccleſiaſtical by which the Na- 
ture of Simony is to be interpreted, that 
whatever is done with an Intention to induce 
the Patron to preſent is Simoniacal; and then 
it ſhould ſeem, that any Promiſe or Agree- 
ment that is made for that purpoſe is incon- 
ſiſtent with the Oath, and with the Truth 
and Sincerity of Him that takes it. Now 
tho the Patron do not take this Oath, and 
ſo may think Himſelf Guiltleſs if his Clerk 
do ſwear falſely ; yet, beſides the being Ac- 
_ ceſſory to ſo great a crime as Perjury in ano- 
ther, the Sin of Simom will be ſure to ſtick 
cloſe to him: Which is ſo deteſtable ar the 

by fu yt Bas ſight 


* Cap. de] ure jur. Præſenti ſtatuto. 
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ſight of God, that our Laws both Ecclefiaſti- 
cal and Civil, do very juſtly puniſh the Si- 
moniacal Patron wick the Forfeiture of his 
Right of Preſentation for that Turn *. And 
tho the Legal Forfeiture cannot take place, 
but upon a Diſcovery-of Corruption; yet the 
Guilt, - where» any: Corruption is uſed,” re- 
mains before God to whom Secrets are known, 
and who will be ſure in due time both to diſ- 
cover and to: puniſn all ſuch Hidden things of 
- Diſhoneſty : AS then the Patron muſt anſwer  Þ}þ 
both for his Simony, and for his Unfaithſul- 1 
neſs; For he cannot. poſſibly. in conſcience | 
think any one Fit to be preſented. to his Be- 1 
nefice, Who is fo corrupt as to enter into any | 
Simoniacal:Contratt to obtain it, and ſo profane 
as to deſpiſe the Oath by which he duclaims 
any ſuch Contratt. rt. fy 
I cannot think ſo hardly of wy" — as 
not to. conclude, that — of men ready 
to enter into any Promiſe; or Contract 
this Account, knowing or thinking it to be Si- 
moniacal, are very rarely if ever to be met with. 
But there being ſeveral ways, by which this 
Guilt may be contracted; and ſeveral.'ends, 
{ome ſeetningly Pious,- others charitable and 
reaſonable to be promoted by it; as: it will 
become the Clergy to be well fatisfied, both in 
point of Law and Conſcience, that any Pro- 
Fer that hall mii them is Juſtifia- 
xl %% ' 280g © 5:05 ee: 
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able: So will it become Patrons to be confei- 


entiouſly careful] how they lay 4 Stumbli 
block in their Brotber's 'way, to hazard His Soul; 
or endanger their m T W Falſe to their 
ruſt. | 
Ir is not nn ys compald of my De- 
gn to give Inſtructions to the Clergy, from 
whom I am always ready to receive Advice; 
being not ſo fit to Lach them, as to be taagle 
by them: My Bufineſs is with Lay-Pztrozs. 
And as to Them, there cannot be need of ma- 
ny Words to ſhew the Ihegality, or the miſ- 
chievous Effects of their bringing the Clerks 
they preſent to any Benefice, under any Simo- 
niacal Bngagements in ſuch notorious Branches, 
as are agreed on all hands to he condemned 
by the Common Law. And thereſore the only 
thing neceſſary to be done is to conſider, what 
their * in ſuch diſp utable or perhaps 
plauſible Caſes, where the Law ſeems to al- 
low them Liberty to take Promiſes or other 
Engagements of their Preſentees, particularhy 
Bonda of Ne ian, in order to promote a 
8 2 or a ee wow Realvnable 
E 
_— #3; For 4 amine rue nnd; 
which a Patron may pro taking a 
1 — Cc. of We 4 i tn be a 
Patron has a conſcientious regard to the Truſt 
the Church has repoſed in im, and from a 
fineere care Hogs the Souls over 3 — 
Clerk is ta be placed, obliges him r. by 
Et or by. Bed. or ths Nees t to — 
it 
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Day, . J fl 5 201 * 32 
in ſuch eaſes as theſe it ought to he 


or to ' Preach twice a 


Nou in 
conſider'd, how far the Rules of the Church, 
or his own Conſcience (which is a better and 
ſtronger Tie) will oblige a Clerk to do theſe 
things: For ſince; he cannot, conſiſtently with 
his Oath, bring himſelf under any Obligation, 
to Do any thing. which he is not bound in 
Law and Conſcience ta do, without ſuch 
Obligation laid on him by the Patron; I 
cannot ſee: how. the Patron can with 4 
good: Conſcience. require him, to enter in- 
to Fs ſuch Obligation ſor the Doing it. 
And therofore the beſt method for a Patron 
ta effect the beſt ends that he can project 
for the Good of his Church, is to find 
aut Tit Perſons, to whom he may commit 
the Care of it; Men of Integrity. and 
Fiety, ſuch as by the Tenor of their 
Converſation appear to have à due Senſe, 
af the ug Importance, re Weight: of 
the Charge of Souls, and of their Ohliga- 
tion to purſue all proper methods, by un- 
wearied Labour and Diligence in their Vo- 
cation, ta ſet farward theit Eternal Salvati- 
on; in ſhort, Men that ſhew them ſelves by 
the undiſguiſed Simplicity of their Behaviaur, 
to be guided entirely hy Conſeiener: This is 
a better Security ſar the [Diſcharge of their 
Duty, than any Promiſe ar Bond they can 
give. And whatever an tefull A ge 
 - may lagged i the ene ene 
n 2 : that 
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that fuch Men, Clerks that are truly Conſci- 


encious are ſo ſcarce; but that Patrons who 
are faithfull in their Enquiries, and ſincerely 
carefull to diſcharge their Truft, might find 
them; and ſo provide, that the Places under 
their care ſhall be well and duly ſupplied; 
without having recourſe to Promiſes, or 
Bonds, or other Covenants, which at the beſt 
2 but a very ſuſpicious Appearance, and 
are hardly reconcilable with the Proteſtation 
that every Clerk muſt make upon Oath, oſ 
his having enter'd into no manner of En- 
gagements in order to obtain the Benefice he 
comes ſor Inſtitution to. 
Bsp FES, how can a Patron preſent t 
the Biſhop any Clerk as a Et Perſon to be 
admitted to a Benefice,; i. e. One whom he 
believes to be able and willing to diſcharge his 
Duty in the faithfull Care of the Souls, he 
nominates him to ferve and watch over; of 
whom he ſhews a maniſeſt Diſtruſt, by requi- 
ring of him a Bond or other Obligation, for 
Security that he wilt ſo diſcharge it? Or how 
can the Patron anſwer it to the Biſhop, for 
aſſuming to Himſelf, the Authority which of 
Right belongs to Him? The Patron's Right is 
no more than that of Nomination of Fir Per- 
fons to ſerve the Church; and the Power. over 
them after Inſtitution belongs to None but 
the Biſhop :-It is his Care to ſee that they 
do their Duty, and the proper and legal way 
to oblige them to it is by Application to him; 
who will be ſure to ſee that they do it as * 
2205 is 
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his Authority reaches. And ſuppoſing it not 
to extend ſo far as fully to anſwer this End 
particularly in the Cafe of Reſidence, I can't 
ſee What the Patron can juſtly do to ſupply 
this Defect, more than uſing his utmoſt pre. 
vious care and diligence to find ſuch Men of 
Conſcience, as I before deſcribed; from the 
Tenor of whoſe Converſation and - Goodnefs 
of their Character, he may reaſonably pre- 
ſume that they will Reſide, &c. without lay- 
ing them under any Promiſes or Bonds to ma 
em. V4 297 e im 
*Tis true, a Patron may be deceived in his 
Expectations of thoſe whom he takes to be the 
beſt Men; but then it cannot but be a great 
Satisfaction to him, that he diſcharged his Cons 
ſcience, by the good and reaſonable Preſump- 
tion that he had of their Readineſs 'to.diG 
charge Theirs: And whenever the Truſt re- 
turns into his hands by the Death or Ceſſion 
of his Clerk, his obligation returns to provide 
his Church with a Er Perſon to ſerve it; up- 
on the beſt grounds of Belief and A ſſuranoe 
that he can get, of his Readineſs and conſci- 
encious Care to Diſcharge his Duty, without 
obliging him to do it by any uajuſtifiable 
Promiſe or Bond. But if it be not allowable 
for a Patron, to bind his Clerk to any thing, 
that is not matter of ſtrict Duty, by virtue 
of other Obligations; or to require Promiſes 
or other Engagements from him, in order to 
promote a good and pious End; much let 
can a Patron be Juſtifiet. © 
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- 2.) For obſiging a Cletk to-concur with 
him, in that which. is thought a chatitable or 
a reaſonable End by making ſuch a Concur- 
rence, by Bond or Promiſe or the like, the 
condition of obtaining a, Preſentation to a 
vacaiit Benefice: As in the cafe, of holding 
a Benefice in Truſt fora Mir, till he arrives 
at the Canonical Age of Infticution ; or of 
Relieving the Rei: and Children of the laſt 
Incumbent, ' who perhaps expended. great 
ums in Repairing or aa andi by that 
means left his Family in. a arving condi- 
tion. AY 
For as tothe Kirſtof theſe cafes it. a pa. 
tron deſign a Kindneſs to a Minor that is in 
ncad, and is to gain his Livelihood by his ſu- 
ture Advancement to the Care of Souls in the 
Church; it muſt be conſider d, that the Cas 
monical Abe of Inſtitution is not the oz Re- 
quiſite to qualifie ſuch a one to undertake this 
Care; he muſt alſo be Fir for it both as to 
' Learning and Morality + And tho I. don't ue 
ſtion, dor when. the Caſe is fairly 2 
the Biſhop, it may be lawſul to — — 
' Benefice in Traſt for the Miuar; yet: that the 
Perſon who takes this Truſt can lawfully en- 
tet into a Bond to reſign it at the time, or 
having ſo done can take the Oath againſt 8i- 
mony, does not appear: For, as Biſhop Silligg- 
feet excellentiy obſerves *, the Taking, of a 
Bond · argues a Miſtruſt, and is therefore con. 
trary to 3 of a 2 5 —— 
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A xo therefore it ſeems to me, that the 
Truſtee i in this ' Caſe ought to be leſt to his 
own . Hozour and -Canſcienee, and theſe are 


Ties ſtrong enough to influence a Good man, 


to nengn the Benefice upon the Minor's 


nag bY 
that he 


wi I can't ſee. how the Perſon put in Truſt, 
can anſwer it to God or to the Church, far 
making way for an Unſt Perſon by Reſigna- 
tion; or the Patron, for Preſenting ſuch a 
one, how great ſoever his Kindneſs may be 
for him. Inſomuch that if it were his own 


Son, for whom this Benefice might be as 


in Truſt, even Paternal Affection ou 

to prevail above the Good of the ks! 4 

8 the Conſideration: of His Fitneſs. for the 
he is to undertake. And then there 


be this ſurther and material Conſide- 


2 4 againſt the Patron's requiring a Pro- 
miſe or Bond of Reſignation, from the Per- 
fon with whom he entruſts the Bene ſice; that 
it would fo plainly redound to the Benet of 
the Patron, as tu make it Simani acal in the 
moſt obvious Senſe of the word, and as well 
by Common as Eocleſiaſtical Law. 
As to the other Caſe of Relieving the 
Relit and — ae of the laſt — 
who is ſuppoſed to have worſted his Family 
by F Palos . and died before he could 
repay himſelf out of his Liyi 
receive the Benefit of his Predeceſſar's' Ex- 
n it ſeems but reaſonable that he ſhould 
ts conſider, 


But fill with this condi- 
< Fi to receive it. For other- 


Ha Clerk 
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conſider, and acording to his Ability relieve, 
the Neceſſities of his Diſtreſſed Family that 
may be' left” behind. But I cannot ſee how 
he can ſafely promiſe that he will do this, 
in order to induce the Patron to preſent him; 
or how the Patron can juſtly or with-a good 
Conſcience cequire him to make any fuch 
Promiſe, or to enter intò any other Engage- 
ment for that end; ſince it is fo plainly incon< 
ſiſtent with the - Oath which he muſt take: 
And therefore in this Caſe, as in the other, 
he ought to be left to his -own Honour and 
Conſcience, which from a Good man are the 
beſt Aſſurances of Doing that Freely, which 
cannot be extorted by any other. Bonds with - 
out the Guilt of Simony and Per jur. 
As for the common Grievance of Reſjo x44 
tion · Bands ſecretly contrived, under Condi- 
tions leſs honeſt than thoſe already mention- 
ed, and therefore couched in General Terms; 
whatever the Temporal Courts may have de- 
termined concerning their Legality, where no 
dirett Profit or Reward is expreſſed ; They are 
ſo viſibly . calculated for: Unjuſtifiable ends, 
ſo plainly capable of being uſed for indirect 
and illegal purpoſes, and arg ſo manifeſt a 
Snare upon the Conſcience of the ' Clerk, 
becauſe of the Oath which he is after- 
wards to take; that it is hard to find out 
any tolerable Excuſe for the Patron that 
impoſes them, or ſor the Clerk that ſubmits 
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IN nen the Latter poſſibly may ur 
G reg? Nie lie as . Flea ſor putking himſelf 
thus under the Power of the Former. ' But 
What can He that i: under no ſuch Tempra. 
tipmſay for abuſing his, Truſt, and taking the 
Advantage of his Fortune and Privilege, ro 
extort. unreaſonable Terms, trom'Qne»whom 
he would he thought to oblige? Surely if men 
had. any Senſe o Hanour, tho they have no 
Cunſciente, they would not thus for ſordid Ends 
Kſuch as Eaſe in , their; Lithes! keeping their 
250 rks in Subjeckion te fer Humours, che.) 
en the Obligation laid on their Preſentecs. 
But when it is conſidered how! difeatly theſe 
Methods tend to. the Ruin of the! Church, 
as they are a yiſible Inlet ta the worſt Simo- 
ny that the moſt corrupt Patron can commit, 
one might hope that the Legiſlative Autho- 
ity - would try (if there can be any more 
effectual method contrived. than whit is al- 
ready provided) to put a ſtop to them, fince 
Honour and Conſciencę are found too weak a 
Guard againſt em: For in theſe Caſes it is 
Jorgot, that the Patron uſurps upon the Bi- 
ſhop's Right, by claiming a Power over the 
Incumbent, after Inſtitution; and that the 
Clerk obliges himſelf to do that which he 
has no Power to do, vis. to make an Avoid- 
ance of his Benefice by Reſignation at the 
Demand of the Patron, which ' muſt in Law 
be made into the hands only of the Biſhop, 
and canngt take cffeft but by his Acceptance 
of it, As is very juſtly * by the Shop 
apt 2 SE 
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of Lintoln, in his Codex Juris Eceleſ. Tit. ” 
Cap. 4. and by Biſhop Siilingfter, in his m 
excellent Diſcourſe concerning Bonds of Rr 
ſfenntios; to whom I refer the Reader for a 
ter and better Anſwer to all that can be 
urged in favour of ſuch Bonds, = any 
dec whatſoever of Reaſon or Law. 
Ax p now I hope enough has been ſaid 
to ſhew, how much it is the Duty of Patrons, 
to beftow the Benefices that are in their Gift 
Freely : But before- I conclude, - they muſt 
vl me leave to put them in mind fur- 
ther, 
4. In the ſecond place; Of their Obliga- 
tion to beſtow them with'a due regard to 
the Merits and Worth of the Clergy; ſettin 
aſide all Conſiderations of Relation, Friend- 
ſhip, Party, c. when the Perſons they would 
— oblige are not Et to be put into 
ſuch places. Not but that from the begin- 
ning theſe Preſerments were, and honeſtly 
might, and ſtill may be beſtowed upon con- 
ſideration of Friendſhip or Relation, where the 
Perfons are otherwiſe quahfied for their Of- 
fice: And thefeſore I only urge the Obli * 
tion of Patrons, not to beſtow their P 
ments fot Friendſhip ſake, G. without any 
regard to the Worth or Firmeſ; of the Clerks 
they preſent; nor to bring thoſe into the 
Church for Maintenance, whom they know 


to be Unfit to perform the Duties of their 


. 55 teaſon of their Ignorance or Im- 
2 mw 3 ws * 5 


ES cars 


| Mm ke. W 

Tbe Duties of PAT AON. 84 

Fon certainly the Benefit of the Church 
_ Gught'to weigh down all Private Conſidera- 
tions, and as a Patron cannot give a better 
oof of his own Worth than by a due regard 
the Werth if other men; ſo will he ſhew 
himſelf Deſerving of the Privilege which he 
enjoys, by reſuſing the Benefices which are 
in his Diſpoſal eben to his own” Family, if 


* 


they do not take care by their Learning and 
Piety to Deſerve them. And it cannot but 
be reckon'd a yery, meritorious Act of - Self- 
denial, thus to conſult the Publick Good af 
his. Private Diſadvantage ; and to give up the 
Opportunity of Providing for a Relation or 
Obliging a Friend, tõ the common Intereſt 
and Benefit of the Thüre ng 
*NerTHER indeed will the Family or Friends 
of a Patron, who governs himſelf by theſe 
Principles, and is faithfull to the Truſt the 
Church has placed in him, be in the end any 
Loſers at all thereby: For they will only find 
themſelves obliged to qualifie themſelves, by a 
good Life and Diligence in theit Studies fer 
is Favour, who.will be ready on the ſcore of 
Relation or Friendſhip: to Prefer them. And 
as theſe Qualifications will thus turn to their 
Temporal Advantage, by giving them the 
Title of Deſert in the Eye of 2 conſciencious 
and good Patron; fo will it undoubtedly turn 


to their ſpiritual Advantage, as they will 
thereby become the more capable of ferving 
the Spiritual Wants of thofe over whom they 
ſhall be placed, and fo gaining a Title to the 
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future Reward of it. Which muſt be ſuch a 
ſatisfaction to Him, who by the conſciencious, 
regard to his Spiritual Truſt of Patranage, be. 
came the Inſtrument and Occaſion of procu. 
ring ſo great Benefits to his Family, or. thoſe 
that otherwiſe depend upon him; as cannot 
but convince him of the Bleſſing of God ac- 
companying and Rewarding his Piety, with 
reaſonable grounds of hope that this Bleſſing, 
{hall deſcend upon his Poſterity.-: T 


Bur on the other hand how great muſt be 
the Miſchief to the Church, if Patrons ſhoule 
ay no regard to the Merits, the Learning or 
Reer of the Clergy; but ſuffer undeſerving 
Relations or Friends to engroſs their Prefer, 
ments? What a Diſcouragement muſt it be 
to Merit, to ſee itſelf neglected? To ſuch- as 
are ingenious, diligent and Faithfull in their 
Miniſtry, to ſee Diſſolute, Lazy or Illiterate 
Clerks preferr'd before them? And after 
many Years of painfull and conſciencious La- 
bour and Induſtry in a mean Station or poor 
Curacy, to find themſelves ſtill but in the 
condition of Stipendiaries.? What a cramp 
muſt the ſtraitneſs of their Circumſtances, 
be to the Freedom of their Thoughts? 
What a Check muſt it be to their Pro- 
greſs and Improvement in Science, to find 
it ſo barren and unprofitable? Or, how 
can it be thought they ſhould be able, con- 
ſidering the Weakneſs of Human Nature, al- 
ways to reſiſt the Sollicitations of Want, or 
to bear the Inſolence of Contempt? . 
FO I | ; a ; after 
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after tedious and fruitleſs ExpeQations of ri- 
ſing by Merit, they ſhould at length deſcend 
to thoſe mean Arts of Advancement, which 
they may poſſibly have ſeen uſed by Others, 
perhaps leſs Deſerving, with Succeſs? For if 
Soothing Great Men in their Vices, mean 
and baſe Compliances with their corrupt Hu- 
mours, if ſervile Attendance and Submiſſion 
(falſely termed Humility) be the readieſt way 
to obtain their favour : If Hypocriſie and Flat- 
tery, if Cringing, Sneaking and Fawning be 
a nearer and ſurer ſtep to Preferment, than 
painfull Study, faithfull Diligence, open Sin- 
cerity, reſolute Stedfaſtneſs and Perſeverance 
in well-doing ; can it be wonder'd that Hu- 
man Nature - ſhould carry Men to go the 
ſureſt, the eaſieſt and the quickeſt way to 
P FS 
Bur in caſe 'a Clergyman under all Diſ- 
couragements ſhould ſtill hold faſt his Inte- 
grit and from the Senſe of the Honour and 
Dignity of his Function, ſhould keep him- 
ſelf free from ſordid Obſequibuſneſs and any 
baſe or unworthy" Compliances: Yet it muſt 
be acknowledged very hard and unreaſonable, 
that his Virtues ſhould be a Bar to his Pre- 
ferment; and that he ſhould be neglected and 
kept low, for that very reaſon for which he 
ought to be. Adv d Hs 
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Bur it is well that this is not the Caſe of 
all the Clergy; but that the Great and Real 
Merits of ſome have advanced them to the 
higheſt Stations in the Church: Which as it 
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is a-praof that there are Some Patrons among 
the Laity, who have a due Value for Learn« 
ing and Piety; ſo is it an Encouragement ta 
thoſe that endeavour. at an humble Diſtance 
to tread in the ſteps of their Exalted Merit, 
to hope that Their Light alſo will at laſt 
break through the Cloud; And, how much 
reaſon ſoever there, may he to complain of 
the Abuſe of Private Patronage, yet that this 
Abuſe is, not Univerſal; but that there are 
fill to be ſound Men of a, Publick Spirit, to 
Patronize their inferior. Merit and raiſe their 
Heads out of Obſcurity. This at leaſt they 

may reſt aſſyred of, that provided they con- 
tinue to go on in the paths of Honour and 
Virtue; fince there are ſo many ſhining. Lights, 
Men of great Abilities and. Deſerts raiſed to 
be Angels and Guardians over the Church, 
they fhall-find a Shadom and Defence under 
their Wizgs: And that however ſame Lo- men 
may diſpoſe of their Benefices upon private or 
finiſter Conſiderations, without regarding the 
Worth of the Perſons whom they Prefer ; yet 
the moſt effectual way to ob Prefermeat. 
from all Church-men is to DeSERVE it. 


